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Speakers’ Bureau 
The speakers listed in this directory have given their consent to being included in our Speakers’ Bureau.  
They are looking forward to sharing their God given gifts with you. 
 

Many of these speakers are willing to develop new topics to meet the needs of the group and that is noted 
on their information presented in this booklet.   A listing of each speaker’s prepared topics, their speaking 
engagement preferences, their personal biographical information, and contact information is provided.  This 
information is intended to assist every society, zone, or group in the selecting and planning of an 
appropriate program for their various LWML meetings.  Some speakers provide expanded biographical 
information and/or personal speaking brochures or fliers.  The LWML Michigan District Christian Events 
Coordinator is available to assist societies, zones, and groups in the use of the Speakers’ Bureau and any 
additional information available regarding speakers.  It is the prayer of the LWML Michigan District 
Christian Growth Committee that this Speakers’ Bureau will be a valuable resource in your LWML planning 
and work. 
 

Lutheran Heritage Foundation offers program without cost to LWML societies, zones, districts, and 
congregations.  Many organizations do, however, choose to reimburse travel and/or housing, provide an in-
gathering, or present and honorarium.  These are solely at the discretion of the inviting organization. 
 

Guidelines for the Speakers’ Bureau 
1. A prospective speaker will be referred to the Coordinator of Christian Events.  In order to be considered, 

the individual is to be a member of an LCMS Church. 
2. The Coordinator will send a cover letter and an application form to be filled out by the prospective 

speaker. 
3. Upon receipt of the completed form, the Coordinator will send the form to the District President for 

approval.  The President is to initial and date the form to show her approval and return the same to the 
Coordinator. 

4. Upon approval, the Coordinator will send a letter to the speaker acknowledging receipt of the form and 
the acceptance to the Speakers’ Bureau. 

5. The completed form will be placed into an active file.  A list of current speakers will be distributed to the 
Board of Directors at the end of each biennium. 

6. Groups looking for an event speaker may contact the Coordinator for more information about a 
speaker. 

MI District LWML Christian Growth Committee 
Christian Events Coordinator 
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ENGAGING & WORKING WITH SPEAKERS (A GENERAL GUIDELINE) 
 

A. Speakers should be contacted will in advance of the meeting. 
 

B. Written communication inviting the speaker should include: 
 Name of organization inviting 
 Date, time, place, size of audience 
 Theme of meeting 
 Expected topic to speak about (make suggestions) 
 Time allotted for speech and if question/answer period will follow 
 Advise if speaker is to be involved in other phases of meeting 
 Explain expenses to be reimbursed: honorarium, mileage, meals, lodging 
 Ask speaker to respond by set deadline 

 
C. Written communication after a speaker accepts includes: 

 Reconfirm date, time, meeting place 
 Reconfirm length of presentation and presentation title 
 Inquire about special needs: projector, screen, overhead, tape recorder, etc. 
 Request a biography to use for introduction 
 Provide name of hostess 
 Provide address and map of meeting place and contact telephone numbers 
 Advise where guest should be seated and when introduction will be made 
 If recording, ask for permission to records presentation 

 
D. Hosting the speaker: 

 Hostess should know how to correctly pronounce speaker’s name and be familiar with 
biography of speaker to help with conversation 

 Assigned hostess should meet guest upon arrival and remain attentive during stay 
 Assist with materials, show where restrooms are located, introduce to officers, etc. 
 Prior to presentation, permit guest to have a period of private time 
 Have honorarium ready with a “ThankYou” note 
 Make certain all expenses are paid 
 See that guest is with people during social time 

 
 

The general guideline “Engaging and Working with Speakers” was taken from the LWML Michigan 
District Energizer Kit.  A handy step-by-step checklist, to thoroughly assist groups in event planning and 
guest speaking, is available through “Event Planners and Guest Speakers: Partners with a Purpose” by 
Jean Garton and Ruth N. Koch.  This information is published by LWML—Lutheran Women in Mission 

and can be ordered through the LWML Catalog. 
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Michigan District LWML Speakers’ Bureau 
 

Hardies, Sandy                 Phone: (H) 231-972-4649 
9913 Santa Fe Trail                                (F)same—call ahead 
Canadian Lakes, MI 49346                 E-mail: shardies@centurytel.net 
 
Home Congregation: Chapel of the Lakes, Mecosta 
 
Biographical Information:  
PERSONAL: Born in Kansas; raised in Denver, Colorado.  A graduate of Denver Lutheran High School.  1968 
graduate of Concordia, Seward, NE.  Taught at several Lutheran schools in the Detroit area.  Worked part-time 
for 8 years as athletic and attendance secretary at Lutheran Westland (’91-’99).  Married to Renwood (retired 
from Ford Motor Company).  One son, Michael, daughter-in-law, Karla; grandchildren, Rachel (12), Caroline (9), 
and Caleb (7). 
CHURCH: Bible study leader, Retreat leader, served on boards of evangelism, education, stewardship, public 
relations, church government restructuring task force, bylaws; choir member, Sunday School teacher, Vacation 
Bible School teacher 
DISTRICT LC-MS: Served as a delegate to the 2007 LCMS Convention; Served as consultant member on Board of 
Christian Care, Evangelism and  Church Growth, and Mission Development, Nominating Committee.  Served as 
District Coordinator for LC-MS World Relief (’92-’96).  Served on the board for POBLO (People of the Book 
Lutheran Outreach). 
NATIONAL: Board of Regents, Concordia University, Ann Arbor (currently); Involved with ISM (International 
Student Ministry) Ferris State University; Serving as a Team Captain for MOST Ministries 
 
Lutheran Women’s Missionary League: 
LOCAL: Served as Christian Growth Chairman, Program Chairman, President, Vice President, Christian Outreach 
Chairman 
ZONE: Mission Service Director, Christian Growth Chairman, President of Detroit Suburban West Zone (’88-’92) 
DISTRICT: Project Proposals Committee (’90), Convention Co-Chairman (’92), First Vice President (’92-’96), 
President (’96-’00), Meeting Manager (’00-’04) 
NATIONAL: Board of Directors, Chairman of Transportation Task Force (’99), Chairman of Leader Development 
Committee (’99-’01), Assessment Evaluation Task Force Mission Ministry Vision Consultant (currently), Vice 
President of Communication (’05-’09) 
 
 Her personal mission statement is: “To continue growing in God’s Word so that I might motivate, educate, 
and encourage others in our walk with Jesus.” 
 
Prepared Topics: General LWML Information   MOST Ministries 
    Communication Information   International Student Ministry 
    Leader Development    Shining Saints 
    Oil of Joy Retreat    Designed By Him Retreat 

 Mission Trips to any countries (India, China, Panama, Nicaragua, Guatemala, Mexico, Slovakia, 
Russia, Guatemala, Honduras, Cambodia, Kyrgystan, Poland, and Haiti)     
God Surprises (an overview of several mission trips where God surprised us with even better 
results) 
Mission Ministry Vision Consultant 

              *Willing to develop new topic to suit needs of group* 
 

**Continued on next page** 

mailto:shardies@centurytel.net
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Preferences Regarding Speaking Engagements:  
Time: available anytime     Travel Expenses: 30 cents a mile 
Area of Travel: Anywhere in Michigan District Honorarium: Discretion of the society, zone, or 

group 
 
******************************************************************************************* 
Arndt, Elise                 Phone: (H) 248-524-9559 
2775 Saratoga                                (W) 248-689-4713 ext. 211 
Troy, MI 48083                   E-mail: earndt@faithtroy.org 
 
Home Congregation: Faith Lutheran, Troy 
Positions Held: Director of Women’s Ministry 
 
Biographical Information: Elise is the author of A Mother’s Touch, A Mother’s Time, and A Mother’s Touch 
Pocket Guide for Moms. She is an active Bible teacher and conference speaker.  She is also the Director of 
Women’s Ministries at Faith Lutheran Church and past Director for the Michigan-Hearts at Home Conference.  
Elise has spent missionary time with her husband Warren serving the Ipili tribe in Papua New Guinea.  It was 
there that she learned the deep truth of Job 42:5: “My ears had heard of your but now my eyes have seen you.”  
This truth is the basis for he sharing with others the awesome love and grace of God.  She is the mother of five 
children and grandmother to twelve.  The Arndts reside in Troy where Warren is senior pastor at their church. 
 
Prepared Topics: Beyond Superwoman    Coping in a Changing World 
     Joy in the Journey    Necessary for Life 
    Sacred Moments    What’s In a Name! 
    When Angels Sing    The Lord is My Shepherd 
    How Lovely Are Thy Dwelling Places  Grace Filled Living 
    God Meant It For Good    I Have Chosen You 
    Close Encounters of the Right Kind  Climb Every Mountain 
               *Will develop new topics to suit the group* (Contact speaker for further information) 
 
Preferences Regarding Speaking Engagements:  

Time: Available Anytime     Travel Expenses: 30 cents a mile 
Area of Travel: Anywhere in Lower Michigan Honorarium: Depends on type of event & 

number of sessions.  Will also take into 
consideration the distance to travel and the 
group’s budget.  Would prefer to talk directly to 
the event coordinator. 

 
******************************************************************************************* 
Gerke, Linda                  Phone: (H) 616-281-2183 
898 Tierra Street                                (W) 616-956-8902 
Kentwood, MI 49508                   E-mail: grosch@aol.com 
 
Home Congregation: St. Paul, Caledonia 
Positions Held: President of local LWML 
 
 
 

**Continued on next page** 

mailto:earndt@faithtroy.org
mailto:grosch@aol.com
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Biographical Information: I am a daughter, sister, niece, cousin, aunt, wife, mother, mother-in-law, and most 
importantly, a loved child of God.  I attended Concordia, Ann Arbor, Valparaiso University, and Cornerstone 
University in Grand Rapids, earning a Bachelor’s degree in Business and Theology.  I have been a stay-at-home 
mom, a working mother, and a career woman.  Through it all, I have learned  a great deal about myself and 
about God’s love for us. 
 
Prepared Topics: Let’s Talk (communications)   Body of Christ (working as a team) 
    Victory in Jesus (spiritual warfare)  Psalm 139 
    Career Women & Ministry   
               *Will develop new topics to suit the group* (Contact speaker for further information) 
 
Preferences Regarding Speaking Engagements:  

Time: Saturdays, Sundays, Evenings   Travel Expenses: 30 cents a mile 
Area of Travel: Anywhere in Michigan Honorarium: $50.00 

 
******************************************************************************************* 
Hill, Rev. James M.                Phone: (C) 546-722-3996 
21 Kendrick                                 
Mt. Clemens, MI 48043                  E-mail: jshill_4548@sbcglobal.net 
 
Home Congregation: Mt. Calvary, St. John 
 
Biographical Information: Rev. Hill is a retired army officer and retired from industry.  He completed his 
alternate route training in July, 2005 and his MA in September, 2005 at CTSFW.  His heart is for inner city 
ministry, particularly for those normally by-passed by the church and society.  He is married to Susan and 
together they have 4 daughters and 6 grandchildren.  Jim also serves as Chaplain for Central Michigan Via De 
Christo and works at Keryx Prison Ministry Retreats.  The additional responsibility has brought him much 
encouragement. 
 
Prepared Topics: Ministering to the Homeless    
     Discipleship and the Cross   
     Ministering to the Inner City    
 
Preferences Regarding Speaking Engagements:  

Time: Available weekdays and Saturdays   
Area of Travel: Anywhere in Lower Michigan Honorarium: An offering to support Lutheran 

City Ministries, Detroit 
 
******************************************************************************************* 
Reed, Rev. David                Phone: (H) 989-662-7900 
307 W. Ruth Street                               (W) 989-622-6161 
Auburn, MI 48611                  E-mail: pastorreed@graceauburn.org 
 
Home Congregation: Grace, Auburn 
Positions Held: Pastor, currently serving as Secretary of the Michigan District 
 
 
 

**Continued on the next page** 
 

mailto:pastorreed@graceauburn.org
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Prepared Topics: Peter, John & Paul  
(An oral dramatic presentation of the Epistles of Phillippians, 1 Peter and 1 John.  One or all of these Epistles can 
be shared.  They are spoken from memory in a manner rarely heard by people accustomed to short read texts.  
Each recitation takes roughly 20 minutes.  Those listening hear the full sweep of each Bible book and can gain 
greater insight to the Evangelists themselves—the fiery Peter, the learned Paul, and the tender John.) 
 
Preferences Regarding Speaking Engagements:  

Time: As arranged     Travel Expenses: at discretion of LWML group 
Area of Travel: Anywhere in Michigan District Honorarium: at discretion of LWML group 

 
******************************************************************************************* 
Gienapp, Helen L.        Phone: (H) 248-398-8369 
371 Channing Ave.                               (F) same as above 
Ferndale, MI 48220                  E-mail: hgienapp@juno.com 
 
Home Congregation: Ascension of Christ, Beverly Hills 
Positions Held: Christian Leadership Training, Past National LWML President, First Vice President, Editor; Past 
Michigan District LWML President; District First Vice President; Emeriti Retreat Committee, Council of Lutheran 
Women Board, MOST Ministries Board, Lutheran Center Association Board, Ferndale Youth Assistance Board, 
Ferndale Arts & Cultural Commission Board, Editor  
 
Biographical Information: Native of Saginaw, MI. Widow of Rev. W.L. Gienapp. 5 children, 12 grandchildren, and 
9 great-grandchildren.  Career as a secretary and administrative assistant.  Serves on various boards.  Went on 3 
eyeglass mission trips for MOST Ministries: Ghana, Indonesia, Kyrgystan. Bylaws Chairman, Greater Detroit Zone 
LWML; currently Christian Growth Chairman Greater Detroit Zone LWML and substitute organist. 
 
Prepared Topics: Is Prayer Any Good?    You Are Loved 
     Mentoring     Joy In Encouraging 
    Be an Encourager 
    Eyeglass Mission Trips to Ghana, Indonesia, Krygystan 
               *Will develop new topics to suit the group* (Contact speaker for further information) 
 
Preferences Regarding Speaking Engagements:  

Time: Available Anytime     Travel Expenses: Whatever group pays 
Area of Travel: Anywhere in Michigan Honorarium: Whatever group pays 

 
******************************************************************************************* 
Bira, Carolyn                 Phone: (W) 810-659-5926 
1209 Countant                                 
Flushing, MI 48433                  E-mail: carolyn.bira@holycrosslutheran.com 
 
Home Congregation: Holy Cross, Flushing 
Positions Held: Director of Christian Education 
 
Biographical Information: Call for bio and picture.  It will be sent directly.  
 
 
 

**Continued on next page** 
 

mailto:hgienapp@juno.com
mailto:carolyn.bira@holycrosslutheran.com
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Prepared Topics: Prayer     
     Intimacy with God 
    Spiritual Warfare 
               *Prefers to develop a topic that suits the needs of the group being addressed* 
 
Preferences Regarding Speaking Engagements:  

Time: Available Anytime     Travel Expenses: Whatever zone or society 
Area of Travel: Anywhere in Michigan decides 

Honorarium: Whatever zone or society decides 
 
******************************************************************************************* 
Smith, Sally         Phone: (H) 810-743-1752 
3178 Gehring Dr.                                 
Flint, MI 48506                  E-mail: saldar1@comcast.net 
 
Home Congregation: St. Mark, Flint 
Positions Held: Chairman of Evangelism Board; Sunday School Superintendent; Wednesday Night School 
Superintendent; Ladies Guild Chairman; Social Ministry Chairman; Bible Study Leader  
 
Biographical Information: Married 45 years. Four children and eight grandchildren. Past Christian Growth 
Chairman for the Flint Zone LWML.  Started speaking around the state in 1977.  Has addressed two LWML 
District conventions in mini-sessions, as well as churches, zones, principal and teacher conferences, National 
Honors Society inductions, Honors Convocations, sports banquets, retreats, and the Genesee County Mental 
Health Association.  Retired from the Kearsley  Community School District.  Served as Chairman of the Genesee 
County Service Learning Coalition.  Worked on United Way of Genesee and Lapeer Counties Cabinet.  Worked on 
a capital campaign for the Flint Cultural Center. 
 
Prepared Topics: I Am Woman – Help Me Lord   A Christian’s Woman Spiritual Workout 
    One in the Spirit of Love (Mothers and Daughters) 
    Husbands, Wives and Love   Refreshments Served: Laughter 
    Glowing with Christian Love (also titled Glowing with Christmas Love) 
    To Worry or Not to Worry – That is the Question 
    How God Can Strengthen an Abused Child (Child Abuse) 
    Reflect, Repent and Renew 
               *Currently preparing a presentation on Prayer and one on Fruits of the Spirit 
               *Will develop new topics to suit the group* (Contact speaker for further information) 
 
Preferences Regarding Speaking Engagements:  

Time: Available Anytime     Travel Expenses: 35 cents a mile 
Area of Travel: Anywhere in Michigan or Midwest Honorarium: Whatever group decides 

 
******************************************************************************************* 
Collins, Barbara         Phone: (H) 586-226-0291 
17250 Stone Drive                  
Clinton Township, MI 48038                 E-mail: lwmlbarb@sbcglobal.net 
 
Home Congregation: Good Shepherd, Chesterfield 
Positions Held: Board of Evangelism and Board of Christian Education 
 

**Continued on next page** 

mailto:saldar1@comcast.net
mailto:lwmlbarb@sbcglobal.net
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Prepared Topics: VBS Trip to Alaska for Lutheran Association of Missionaries and Pilots, U.S. 
    LWML Party 
               *Will develop new topics to suit the group* (Contact speaker for further information) 
 
Preferences Regarding Speaking Engagements:  

Time: Available Anytime     Travel Expenses: 20 cents a mile 
Area of Travel: Anywhere in Michigan Honorarium: Whatever group is willing to give 

 
******************************************************************************************* 
Britton, David Paul        Phone: (H) 989-753-5372 
1735 Hiawatha Drive                               (F) 989-753-0276 
Saginaw, MI 48604               E-mail: dbritton@mmme.org Web page: www.mmme.org 
 
Home Congregation: Peace, Saginaw 
Positions Held: Music Department Chair—Valley Lutheran High School (’77-’99); Executive Director—MMME 
(’99-present); Worship leader, Outreach Events, Conference Keynote, Retreat Presenter, Praise Team Clinician, 
Songwriter/Producer, Guest Conductor 
 
Biographical Information: “Singing, Proclaiming, Teaching, Equipping” 
Like all Christians called to service, his first ministry is his family: wife Linda, and children Chris, Joshua, and 
Hannah.  His next calling has been in Christian music ministry nationwide for 32 years: High School Music 
Director, Recording/Concert Artist, Worship Leader and Clinician for “Great Commission” churches throughout 
the U.S. as well as countless national, regional, and local conferences for Christian pastors, educators, youth, 
family, and more.  Since 1999, he has developed and maintained the full-time Ministry of Musical Mission and 
Education (MMME).  Primarily assisting churches and musicians to deliver vibrant Word and Gospel to the 
culture in which we live through relevant worship and heart-language modeling and training, MMME also serves 
to strengthen music and arts education in Christian schools.  Past experiences include teaching grades K-12, 
prison ministry, construction work, acting, youth and family ministry, church Elder, radio show host, missionary, 
international  Christian TV features, entertainer, studio producer, and MIDI technology.  Degrees and 
endorsements from Concordia University—Ann Arbor, Eastern Michigan, Saginaw Valley State, and Central 
Michigan.  Certifications in Music Education, Sociology, English, Communications, and Drama.  
 
Prepared Topics: Dealing With Destructive Deceptions  Love Languages: Hope For Everyone 
     Foundations of Worship   On Your Mark, Get Set, Go! (Discipleship) 
    A Time For…. (Joyful Living)   True Forgiveness: Healing For Today’s World  
    Always Changing, Always the Same  Women of Noble Character (Prov. 31) 
    Just What IS This Post-Modern Stuff?? 
               *Will develop new topics to suit the group* (Contact speaker for further information) 
 
Worship and Music Workshops: Praise TEAM-work: The Art of Ensemble  Vocal I and Vocal II 
     Worship: Inspiration, Integrity, Insights   
    The Difference Between Church and Worship 
    Exploring New Praise and Worship Songs 
    Keyboards, MIDI, and Related Technology 
    Is God Calling You to a Faith Ministry?  
    Songwriting: From Ideas To Reality 
 
Preferences Regarding Speaking Engagements:  

Time: Available Anytime     Travel Expenses: 35 cents a mile or current rate 
Area of Travel: Anywhere in Michigan and U.S. Honorarium: $300, but flexible—just ask!! 

mailto:dbritton@mmme.org
http://www.mmme.org/
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Krupsky, Harry         Phone: (H) 586-465-0283 
37635 Dequindre                              (W) 248-689-4713 ext.207 
Troy, MI 48083                  E-mail: hkrupsky@faithtroy.org 
 
Home Congregation: Faith, Troy 
Positions Held: Minister of Family Life  
 
Biographical Information: Completed undergraduate work in education at Concordia Ann Arbor in 1969 and at 
Concordia River Forest (now Chicago) in 1971.  Graduate work at Concordia River Forest, University of Michigan 
and completed Masters of Education, specializing in Religious Education, at Marygrove College Detroit in 1978.  
Received Counseling Training from the Institute of Biblical Counseling under the direction of Dr. Larry Crabb.  
Began full-time church work at St. Paul Lutheran Flint in 1971 serving as a Teacher and Minister of Youth.  In 
1975, went to Lutheran High North in Mt. Clemens to teach New Testament, Family Life & Church History.  Been 
serving in Ministry of Family Life at Faith Lutheran Troy since 1981 and has worked with more than 700 couples 
as they prepared for marriage.  Has conducted retreats and conferences for men, women, senior, singles, 
families, and marriage and parenting groups—all focusing on relationships.  His Family & Ministry work has 
extended to other states, Canada and Russia.  Has served as a consultant in the development of Family Ministries 
in churches nationwide and has served on District and Synodical Family Life Committees for the Lutheran Church-
Missouri  Synod.  Also, serves as an instructor at Concordia University in Seward, Nebraska in their Family Life 
graduate degree program.  Married.  Three  children.  Nine grandchildren. 
 
Prepared Topics: Holy Discontent: God’s Presence in the Mess of Life 

  Now You Are Talking Love!  Christ in the Midst of Hopelessness 
  Taking a Stroll Down the Road Called Desire: The Power of Commitment 
  God is at Work (Ruth) Student Approach to Marriage 
  The Family Zoo Models of Marriage 
  The Cycles of Marriage: Male & Female Sexuality in Marriage 
  Strengths of Healthy Families: Taming the Money Monster 
  Changes & Challenges Facing Families: What Life Has Taught Me About Love 
  Lord, Teach Us To Pray: Honey, Let’s Get Close 
  The Language of Love: Hope Makes a Difference 
  Vision That Makes a Difference: Experience His Love…Know His Passion 
  Does Spending Time with Jesus Really Make A Difference: New Beginnings 
  Rocking the Roles: Life in the War Zone 
  Finding Rest; Drawing Close to God; Hope, Faith; Relationships 
  Can These Bones Live…..  

         
Preferences Regarding Speaking Engagements:  

Time: Available Anytime     Travel Expenses: 30 cents per mile 
Area of Travel: Anywhere in Lower Michigan Honorarium: $100 

 
******************************************************************************************* 
Hardy, Cathy                  Phone: (H) 734-218-4183 
32783 Marcello #203                                 
Garden City, MI 48135                   E-mail: ccdhardy@comcast.net 
 
Home Congregation: St. Matthew, Westland 
 

**Continued on next page** 

mailto:hkrupsky@faithtroy.org
mailto:ccdhardy@comcast.net
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Positions Held: PTL President, Youth Group Leader, Leader Cancer Support, Bible Study Leader, Congregational 
Secretary, Sunday School Teacher, VBS Coordinator & Teacher, Boards of Evangelism & Stewardship, LWML Zone 
Christian Growth Chairman, Speaker for “Women’s Resource Center” of Schoolcraft College 
 
Biographical Information: “I have had many experiences that led me to my walk with Gods as it is today.”  Active 
in church, elementary schools and high schools.  Involved in Boy Scouts & Girl Scouts.  Medically retired from 
nursing.  Diagnosed with a rare cancer in 1995 and given 2-4 years to live.  Have beaten the life expectancy.  
Married 39 years, 3 grown children, 8 grandchildren.  Presently run a medical supply sharing program for the 
church and heads the church’s “Welcome Committee”.  Also a Stephen Minister & Leader. 
 
Prepared Topics: Panama Mission Trip    Slovakia Mission Trip 
    Nicaragua Mission Trip    Prayer Journaling 
    Life After Cancer Diagnosis   Organizing Skills for Life & Home 
    Public Witnessing    Share My Personal Testimony 
    Cambodia Mission Trip    
               *Will develop new topics to suit the group* (Contact speaker for further information) 
 
Preferences Regarding Speaking Engagements:  

Time: Available Anytime     Travel Expenses: Would like reasonable  
Area of Travel: Anywhere in Lower Michigan and               compensation 
 will consider Upper Michigan Honorarium: Donation to be applied to future 

MOST Ministries Mission Trips 
 
******************************************************************************************* 
Dellinger, Annetta “The Joy Lady”  Phone: (H) 740-857-1187 
1810 Lombard Rd.                                (C) 614-306-8876 
Plain City, OH 43064                 E-mail: joyannetta@aol.com 
                  Website: www.annettadellinger.com 
 
Home Congregation: St. Paul, Milford Center, OH 
Positions Held: LWML Quarterly Christian Living features, LWML offices, Stewardship, Bible study leader, Public 
Relations Dir., LWML Ohio District Laborers for Christ, directed and taught Christian Pre-Kindergarten VBS, Choir, 
SS Teacher  
 
Biographical Information: Inspiration, Motivation & Enthusiasm collide when the JOY Lady, Annetta Dellinger, is 
with your group!  She has a reputation as a ‘trail blazer for JOY’ and infuses her audiences with encouragement 
and endless hope!  Professional International Speaker more than 20 years.  Authored 26 books/contributed to 
many others.  Commissioned to write ‘Mug Meditations’ and ‘Lead Me Lord Through Motherhood’ for national 
LWML.  Editor Lutheran Women’s Missionary League Quarterly Christian Living features for 8 years.  
Convention/various other groups.  National P.R. for LCMS Laborers for Christ for 6 years.  Ohio District LCMS 
Board of Missions for 12 years.  Pre-school Director/Teacher for 23 years.  Member of National Speaker 
Association, Advanced Writer’s Speakers Association, various speaker bureau’s.  Married 49 years to John 
Dellinger, 2 children, 4 grandchildren.  Annetta’s PHD stands for “Perky Happy Disciple”.  Annetta has two new 
books coming out in 2010; Blessings and Prayers for Caregivers (CPH) and JOY-spirations for Caregivers, 
Dialogues with God of Hope and Encouragement (Wine Press).  The new addition in topics is JOY Boosters-
helping churches minister to caregivers. 
 
 

**Continued on next page** 
 

mailto:joyannetta@aol.com
http://www.annettadellinger.com/
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Prepared Topics: Frazzled but JOY-Filled    Grab the JOY of Contentment and GO! 
     JOY Spa for the Soul    JOY Spa of Inner Beauty 
    Trust in the JOY of the Lord, Who Me?  Keeping Christ’s JOY in the Holidays 
    The JOY of Being in the Potter’s Hand    
    (check website www.annettadellinger.com for numerous other topics) 
               *Will develop new topics to suit the group* (Contact speaker for further information) 
 
Preferences Regarding Speaking Engagements:  

Time: Available Anytime     Travel Expenses: $.45/mile from Columbus, OH  
Area of Travel: Anywhere in Michigan Honorarium: Ranges from $150-$600 depending 

on event 
 
******************************************************************************************* 
Olauson, Sheila Rae        Phone: (H) 517-439-1649 
130 Arbor Ct.                  (W) 517-610-1467                                 
Hillsdale, MI 49242                  E-mail: sheilarae8022@sbcglobal.net 
                   Website: http://www.speakingonfaith.com 
 
Home Congregation: St. Paul, Hillsdale 
Positions Held: Past President of Ladies Guild  
 
Biographical Information: Active in St. Paul Lutheran Church in Hillsdale, MI.  Sheila has been married to the 
same wonderful man for 19 years and has 2 fabulous children.  Zachery is 13 years old and Elizabeth is 10 years 
old.  She takes great pride in raising her children and has a close connection to both of her children.  Sheila 
spends her spare time creating recipes for companies and enters contests just for fun.  Sheila recently created a 
“healthy cookie” – www.bizzylizzybakery.com after learning about a major health concern of 80% of the teen 
population and women.  Erik and she now are marketing it to help other parents deal with this uphill battle.  
Sheila loves to tell her story and you will see her passion for helping others in her interactive programs.  She 
believes God’s plan is set and we just have to be willing to listen and this part of her life just follows in her 
passion for the Food of the Bible.  She started researching the eating habits of the people of the Bible several 
years ago.  When she needed to create a healthy breakfast for her son her knowledge of Biblical eating came in 
very handy.  She loves to make the connection that most successful diet books actually have taken their winning 
principles from God’s own words.  Book Sheila Rae for your next event and engage in her passion. 
 
Prepared Topics: Food of the Bible    God’s Diet Book 
    Bread of Life     Inspirational Empowerment 
               *Will develop new topics to suit the group* (Contact speaker for further information) 
 
Preferences Regarding Speaking Engagements:  

Time: limited schedule             Travel Expenses: mileage-reasonable compensation 
Area of Travel: across the U.S.                                          Honorarium: free-will offering 

 
******************************************************************************************* 
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Sheridan, James   Phone: (H) 517-547-4905 
10864 Burton Rd.                              (O) 517-264-4655             
Adrian, MI 49221                (F)  517-547-5744 

             E-mail: jsheridan@marriagedoneright.com 
 
Home Congregation: Hope, Adrian 
Positions Held: Bible Study Teacher, Chairman of Congregation, Chairman of Discipleship Commission, Grand 
PooBah of Pumpkinfest 
 
Biographical Information: Graduate of University of Michigan Law School.  21 years as District Court Judge.  
Produced video on domestic violence for LCMS for synod-wide distribution.  Taught marriage enrichment courses 
for couples in churches for all major denominations.  Lectured on the subject of romance and sex in the Biblical 
marriage at the Smart Marriage Conference in Washington D.C.  Michigan Chairman for Marriage Savers.  
Taught Adult Bible Study and Marriage Enrichment for home congregation.  Spoken at over 75 different churches 
over the years.  Married to Sharron for 43 years.  Two children. 
 
Prepared Topics: The Man Who Went to Supper   God Loves Us…So What’s Next? 
     Practical Problems in Criminal Sentencing The Bible: An Overview of Its Trustworthiness 
     God’s Constant Compassionate, Caring Love A Lawyer’s Look at the Bible 
     Personalities of Christmas   Shroud of Turin 
     Custer’s Last Stand    The Biblical Model of Marriage 
     Who Moved the Stone?   Salvation: A Free Gift of Grace 

   The Shot Heard ‘Round the World  Communications in a Biblical Marriage 
      Forgiveness: A Theme with a Message  The Song of Solomon and Your Marriage 
     Women in the Bible: The Roles They Played Is There a Purpose in Life? (lecture 20-60 min.) 
     The Parables of Luke: Poetry that Touches Us  
     If God is Love, How Can There Be Evil in the World? (lecture 30-60 min.) 
     The Amazing Meeting with the Woman at the Well (Were You There, Too?) 
     Sex & Romance in a Biblical Marriage (Radically Conservative, Radically Liberating) 

   Domestic Violence: Why She Stays & Other Questions 
   How the Law Sees Women & How It Has Changed 

               *Will develop new topics to suit the group* (Contact speaker for further information) 
 
Preferences Regarding Speaking Engagements:  

Time: Available Saturdays and Sundays   Travel Expenses: 30 cents a mile* 
Area of Travel: Anywhere in Lower Michigan (*Meals & Lodging if overnight is needed) 

Honorarium: $100 
 
******************************************************************************************* 
Morris, Kathleen D.       Phone: (W) 248-680-1679 
2744 Roundtree Drive                  (F) 248-680-1679    
Troy, MI 48083                  E-mail: kathy.morris@mailblc.org 
                   Webpage: www.BethesdaLutheranCommunities.org 
Home Congregation: Our Shepherd, Birmingham 
Positions Held: Regional Religious Life Director—Eastern Unit (since 1997) and Parish Ministry Consultant—
Bethesda Lutheran Communities Serving Michigan, New Jersey, and Ohio (currently) 
 
Biographical Information: I became involved with children having developmental disabilities when my brother, 
Mark, was born in 1954.  Mark was born with Down syndrome.  Active in community work since 1968 in 
Michigan working and assisting individuals with developmental disabilities.  I am the Director/Teacher of Special 

mailto:jsheridan@marriagedoneright.com
mailto:kathy.morris@mailblc.org
http://www.bethesdalutherancommunities.org/


14 

 

Religious Education classes at Our Shepherd Lutheran Church since 1975 which include teaching children/adults 
with intellectual and developmental disabilities and Sunday Confirmation and Adult Special Education Bible 
classes.  I’ve served on the Board of Directors for Christian Education for the Handicapped Association for 10 
years in Michigan. 

 
Recognitions Received: 1997 EPHPHATHA AWARD from Lutheran Special Education Ministries (Detroit, MI) 

1997 FOLLOWER OF THE LAMB AWARD from Bethesda Lutheran and Services, Inc.        
(Watertown, WI) 
2001 FAITH-BASED COMMUNITY SUPPORT “DOVE AWARD” from The Arc of Oakland 
County, MI for having significantly impacted and enhanced the lives of persons with 
developmental disabilities. 
 

Prepared Topics: A Reflection of God’s Love   Disability Awareness in Our Churches 
    How You Can Get Involved   Bethesda in Michigan 
    (All presentations would include a Bethesda video) 
               *Will develop new topics to suit the group* (Contact speaker for further information) 
 
Preferences Regarding Speaking Engagements:  

Time: Available Anytime      
Area of Travel: Anywhere in Michigan  

 
******************************************************************************************* 
Clark, Rev. Paul         Phone: (H) 989-593-2354 
37635 Dequindre                              (W) 989-593-2066 
Troy, MI 48083                  E-mail: revpmclark@charter.net 
 
Home Congregation: St. Paul, Fowler 
Positions Held: Pastor  
 
Biographical Information: Served 21 years as Pastor of St. Paul Lutheran , Fowler, MI.  Served 2 terms of LWML 
Zone Counselor.  Still serving on the State Board of Lutheran for Life of Michigan as Pastoral Counselor.  A Right 
to Life of Michigan speaker for 20 years.  On National Lutheran for Life Speakers’ Bureau. 
 
Prepared Topics: Life Issues   
     Creation/Evolution 
     God’s Word 
     Worship/Liturgy 
  *Will develop new topics to suit the group* (Contact speaker for further information) 
 
Preferences Regarding Speaking Engagements:  

Time: Saturdays and Weekdays    Travel Expenses: 40 cents per mile 
Area of Travel: Anywhere in Lower Michigan Honorarium: at discretion of group and 

adequate mileage 
 
******************************************************************************************* 
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Kusch, Raeann         Phone: (H) 248-474-3991 
32405 Maria Ct.                               (W) 734-432-7777 
Livonia, MI 48152                  E-mail: davidkusch@aol.com 
 
Home Congregation: St. Paul’s, Farmington Hills 
 
Biographical Information: Raeann is married to David Kusch, principal of Concordia Lutheran School, Farmington 
Hills and Redford, MI.  She is the mother of three adult children: Rick, Tiffany, and Remington.  Raeann is a 
Certified Financial Planner and a Senior Financial Consultant with Thrivent Financial for Lutherans.   

**Continued on next page** 
Biographical Information (con’t): She has been a keynote speaker for Christian Women groups throughout the 
Midwest and traveled throughout the country for Aid Association for Lutherans as a speaker for their 
Professional Excellence Seminars.  She is the co-author with Rachel Crap of “The Personal Touch—Encouraging 
Others through Hospitality”, a book about ministry and practicing hospitality.  Raeann shares from God’s Word 
and her personal experiences with humor and enthusiasm. 
 
Prepared Topics: The Personal Touch—Encouraging Others through Hospitality   
     Cinderella, Does the Slipper Still Fit?   The Beauty of Balance 
     Growing Meaningful Friendships   Communication—The Key to Caring 
     Mother & Daughter—Growing Up To Become Friends 
    True North 
   
Preferences Regarding Speaking Engagements:  

Time: Anytime      Travel Expenses: 50 cents per mile 
Area of Travel: Anywhere Honorarium: varies on group—request a book 

table 
 
******************************************************************************************* 
Saleska, Rev. Dr. John        Phone: (H) 262-502-0049 
                            (W) 262-243-4577 
Germantown, WI 53022                 E-mail: john.saleska@cuw.edu 
 
Home Congregation: Trinity Freistadt, Mequon, WI 
Positions Held: Retired/Director of Concordia Bible Institute  
 
Biographical Information: Director of the Concordia Bible Institute.  Professor for 23 years at Concordia 
Theological Seminary, Ft. Wayne, IN teaching Old & New Testament Bible, Psychology and Counseling .  
Chairman of Department of Pastoral Ministry and Missions.  Taught 23 years prior at St. John’s College in 
Winfield, KA.  Served as Bible class leader in congregations throughout the country and has been a presenter at 
circuit, district, LLL, LWML conferences and conventions.  Degrees from St. Paul’s College Concordia, Missouri and 
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis.  Graduate work in Psychology and Guidance & Counseling at Washington 
University St. Louis and Wichita State University, Wichita, KS.  Received an honorary doctorate from Concordia 
University River Forest, IL.  Married to Sally.  Four children. Eleven grandchildren. 
 
Prepared Topics: The Bible and Psychology   The Gospel According to Moses 
     Christ in the Old Testament   The Coming of the Promised Seed (Matthew) 
     Justification (Acts & Romans) 
  *Will develop new topics to suit the group* (Contact speaker for further information) 
 

**Continued on next page** 

mailto:john.saleska@cuw.edu
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Preferences Regarding Speaking Engagements:  
Time: Available anytime     Travel Expenses: whatever is customary 
Area of Travel: Anywhere in Michigan Honorarium: whatever the group can manage 

 
******************************************************************************************* 
Kueffner, Betty         Phone: (H) 989-652-2497 
1305 S. Beyer Rd.                               
Saginaw, MI 48601                  E-mail: ekueffner@speednetllc.com 
 
Home Congregation: Immanuel, Frankentrost 
Positions Held: Zone: Christian Growth, President; District: Christian Growth, Board, ESP Facilitator, Nominating 
Committee, 50th Anniversary Convention Co-Chairman 
 
Biographical Information: All my life, I’ve been involved with many various church activities.  Currently, I serve 
on the Living Nativity committee and LWML.  I love new challenges and am always willing to try something new.  
I have my own health business and prior to that decorated cakes for 20 years.  A few years ago, I was challenged 
with health issues but the blessings from God far outweighed any difficulties I had to endure.  I’ve been married 
to John for 51 years.  God has blessed us with three children and 6 grandchildren. 
 
Prepared Topics: Your Hand in God’s Hand   
     God’s Love Plan…Blessings of Cancer 
     Have a Birthday Party for Jesus…creating memories 
  *Will develop new topics to suit the group* (Contact speaker for further information) 
 
Preferences Regarding Speaking Engagements:  

Time: Available anytime     Travel Expenses: 30 cents per mile 
Area of Travel: Within 100 miles of my home Honorarium: optional 

 
******************************************************************************************* 
Dunseth, Rev. Thomas        Phone: (H) 248-889-3978 
4465 Middle Rd.                                             (W)616-634-1100    
Highland, MI 48357                               (F) 248-887-8342 

 E-mail: tdunseth@tmail.com 
 
Home Congregation: Our Savior Lutheran Church of the Deaf, Birmingham 
Positions Held: Pastor, Missionary 
 
Prepared Topics: The History of Lutheran Missions in China 1914-present   
     Lutheran Deaf Mission in Michigan 
     Macau, the Las Vegas of the Orient: An Open Door For Mission 
     New Deaf Mission Society “Ephphatha”—highlights deaf missions around the world 
  *Will develop new topics to suit the group* (Contact speaker for further information) 
 
Preferences Regarding Speaking Engagements:  

Time: anytime      Travel Expenses: reasonable compensation 
Area of Travel: any distance Honorarium: none necessary, but donation to 

Mission Society would be appreciated 
 
******************************************************************************************* 
 

mailto:ekueffner@speednetllc.com
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Smith, Mary         Phone: (H) 513-882-6492 
15700 E. Warren                          (W) 313-884-7644 
Detroit, MI 48224                 E-mail: lcmcentral@cs.com 
 
Home Congregation: Peace, Detroit 
Positions Held: Development Director 
 
Biographical Information: Married with 2 sons, a daughter-in-law and 2 grandchildren.  Works with Lutheran 
City Ministries for 14 years as the Development Director of LCM.  Mary is also the coordinator of the LCM 
Children Ministries, Events for the LCM Coordinator. 
 
Prepared Topics: Lutheran City Ministries    
  *Will develop new topics to suit the group* (Contact speaker for further information) 
 
Preferences Regarding Speaking Engagements:  

Time: Available anytime     Travel Expenses: whatever group decides 
Area of Travel: Anywhere in Michigan Honorarium: whatever group decides 

 
******************************************************************************************* 
Beyersdorf, Anita        Phone: (H) 989-642-2466 
 15385 Ederer Road                            
Hemlock, MI 48626                 E-mail: anitalbey@aol.com 
 
Home Congregation: St. Mark, Saginaw 
Positions Held: Currently Chairman of the National LWML Mission Grants Committee;  former MMV Consultant 
and member of National Mission Advocacy and Grants Committee; Michigan District LWML President 2004-
2008; Vice-President of Organizational Resources 2000-2004; District Planner 1996-2000; President and secretary 
of the Saginaw (now known as Saginaw Valley) Zone LWML and various positions at the local level; Bible study 
leader; Sunday School coordinator and teacher; VBS coordinator and teacher; local congregation 
parliamentarian  
 
Biographical Information: Anita and her husband, David Beyersdorf, live in Hemlock, MI near the farm where he 
was born and raised.  Dave is now retired from professional truck driving.  They have been blessed with one 
daughter, Adrienne and a wonderful son-in-law Ben Riegle.  Adrienne and Ben are their delight and a sign of 
God’s enduring love. 
Anita is a graduate of Concordia University, Seward, Nebraska, where she majored in history and minored in 
theology, and she worked on her master’s degree in Guidance and Counseling at CMU finishing ABT.  Since 
graduating for Seward, Anita has taught in Lutheran schools, written devotional material and curriculum 
material to be used in Lutheran Schools throughout the LCMS for the Board of Parish Services.  She has been 
weekday religion instructor for Public School students and Youth Director at St. Mark, Saginaw.  She has been 
involved with four MOST/LWML trips to Panama, Slovakia, Cambodia and Poland and in 2007 went on a VBS 
mission trip to Alaska and Allakaket, which is on the Arctic Circle. 
 
Prepared Topics: Joy from Jesus in the Midst of Life’s Storms (How God helps us share His love with someone    

                 struggling with life threatening illnesses) 
   LWML/MOST Panama, Slovakia, Cambodia or Poland Mission Trips 
   Sharing a First-in-a-Lifetime Adventure in Alaska with my Brother (Alaskan VBS with    

  Athabaskan children in Allakaket) 
   

mailto:lcmcentral@cs.com
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**Continued on next page** 
  Blessed with Shaking the Family Tree (An empathetic-and somewhat humerous-look at God’s   
  blessings that come from being raised in a household with untreated mental illness) 
  LWML—An Adventure with Christ 
  Intentional Inclusion and Conflict Resolution (Discovering the blessing of cultural diversity with  
  curiosity and delight) 
  Beautiful Feet (Isaiah 52:7)—Study of God’s Word on Witnessing God’s love in Christ for  
  everyone 

  *Will develop new topics to suit the group* (Contact speaker for further information) 
 
Preferences Regarding Speaking Engagements:  

Time: Available anytime     Travel Expenses: 25 cents a mile 
Area of Travel: Anywhere in Michigan Honorarium: donation to LWML mites or for 

future Mission Trips 
 
******************************************************************************************* 
Goodman, Emeline (Emy)       Phone: (H) 989-777-2567 
 5161 S. Washington                            
Saginaw, MI 48601                 E-mail: embutch@aol.com 
 
Home Congregation: Faith, Bridgeport 
Positions (Currently) Held: Administration Council Secretary; Saginaw Valley Zone Secretary; Public Relations 
Committee; LifeLight Leader; Stephen Ministry Leader 
 
Biographical Information: Charter member of Faith Lutheran Church, Bridgeport.  Active in Ladies Guild.  Served 
as Zone, District and International LWML Christian Growth Chairman.  Served as Zone and District LWML 
President.  Served on the National Manuscript Review Committee.  Widow with four daughters and three 
granddaughters.  Retired from Computer Management Technologies. 
 
Prepared Topics: Onward Ever, Backward Never book by Marie Thieme 
  *Will develop new topics to suit the group* (Contact speaker for further information) 
 
Preferences Regarding Speaking Engagements:  

Time: Available anytime     Travel Expenses: at discretion of group 
Area of Travel: Anywhere in lower Michigan Honorarium: at discretion of group 

 
******************************************************************************************* 
Wolff, Kaye         Phone: (H) 248-424-9499 
 27356 Pierce                          (W) 248-443-4082                 
Southfield, MI 48076                 E-mail: kayewolff@aol.com 
 
Home Congregation: Emmanuel, Dearborn  
Positions Held: National LWML Mission Grants Committee; Gospel Outreach Committee; Black Ministry 
Convocation Planning Manager;  Ethnic Symposium Facilitator;  Bible Study leader; Sunday School teacher; 
Conference Speaker (religion and business) 
 
Biographical Information: Kaye authored the 2006 Lutheran Hour Advent Devotions in partnership with her 
husband Rev. Paul Wolff.  Enjoys traveling around the country to facilitate Lutheran Hour Ministries Equipping to 
Share Evangelism Workshops.  Has written devotional material for mission awareness and an article in the 
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Journal of the Lutheran Society for Missiology.  Kaye served as an LCMS National Mission Affiliate Member and 
on the Ethnic Immigrant Institute of Theology Advisory Council of Concordia Lutheran Seminary. 
 
Prepared Topics: “Let’s give them something to talk about”  “Fwd: A Blessing or a Curse” 
     Girlfriends      Ethnic Ministry     
  *Will develop new topics to suit the group* (Contact speaker for further information) 
 
Preferences Regarding Speaking Engagements:  

Time: Saturday, Sunday, evenings   Travel Expenses: 20-30 cents a mile 
Area of Travel: Anywhere in Michigan Honorarium: at discretion of group 

******************************************************************************************* 
Fish, Cheri         Phone: (H) 989-671-0955 
 7278 Blake Dr.                           (C) 989-450-9058                  
Bay City, MI 48706                 E-mail: lwmlfish@charter.net 
 
Home Congregation: St. John Amelith, Bay City 
Positions Held: Michigan District LWML President (present position); VP Organizational Resources; Planner; 
Member Development; ESP Facilitator; English District VP Spiritual Life; multiple positions at local and zone level 
 
Biographical Information: Cheri lives in Bay City with her husband Dale where they are members at St. John 
Amelith.  They have two daughters, Sarah and Kathy.  Her education includes Business and Technical school 
training.  She was a secretary at Lutheran High School Westland and was a lead team facilitator for the Saginaw 
Valley area for Project12Baskets.  At St. John Amelith, she is Bible Study leader and substitute organist.  Cheri 
served on the Board of Directors and Development Committee for MOST Ministries.  She has been involved with 
two LWML/MOST mission trips.  She wrote a Bible Study which was published in the LWML Quarterly. 
 
Prepared Topics: Leadership in the LWML   MOST Ministries/LWML Partnership 
     LWML Party     Time Management for a Christian Woman 
    Committed Christian Woman (group presentation retreat)  

  Presentation on Nicaragua & Guatemala Mission Trips 
    What does it mean to be a Lutheran Woman in Mission?  
    Anything on LWML & Women’s Ministry (group or lecture) 
  *Will develop new topics to suit the group* (Contact speaker for further information) 
 
Preferences Regarding Speaking Engagements:  

Time: Available anytime     Travel Expenses: 25 cents a mile 
Area of Travel: Anywhere in Michigan Honorarium: at discretion of group 

 
******************************************************************************************* 
Caswell, Carol         Phone: (H) 810-632-9516 
 4976 Cullen Road                            
Fenton, MI 48430                 E-mail: carolspage@juno.com 
 
Home Congregation: Our Savior, Hartland 
Positions Held: LifeLight Bible Study Director; MOPS Mentor Mom 
 

**Continued on next page** 
Biographical Information: Married 33 years.  Five children (four daughters, one son) and a grandson.  Enjoy art, 
gardening and reading. 
 

mailto:lwmlfish@charter.net
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**Continued on next page** 
 
Prepared Topics: Preparing for Christmas   Love Languages 
    The Woman of Proverbs   Humor in the Scripture 
    Using Money Wisely     
    The Proper Care & Feeding of the Husband of the Christian Wife 
  *Will develop new topics to suit the group* (Contact speaker for further information) 
 
Preferences Regarding Speaking Engagements:  

Time: Available anytime     Travel Expenses: none unless over 50 mi. one way 
 Honorarium: $50.00 

 
******************************************************************************************* 
Bickel, Elaine         Phone: (H) 989-871-4659 
 4827 W. Center                          (W)989-871-4581                
Millington, MI 48746                  (F) 989-871-5573 
                   (C) 989-737-7247 (best number to call) 

E-mail: elainebickel@juno.com Website: holeyknee.com 
 
Home Congregation: St. Paul, Millington 
 
Remarks regarding speaking engagements: Tapes, CD’s & Books available for purchase.  Elaine has a full line of 
Christian greeting cards she has authored and available online at elainebickel.com 
 
Prepared Topics: Joy of Being God’s Child   Friendships of Women 
    Sing to the Lord a New Song   Stages of a Family’s Life 
    Faith in the Midst of the Jungle 
  *Will develop new topics to suit the group* (Contact speaker for further information) 
 
Preferences Regarding Speaking Engagements:  

Time: Available anytime      
Area of Travel: Anywhere in lower Michigan Honorarium: at discretion of group 

 
******************************************************************************************* 
Peters, Gary and Jean        Phone: (H) 989-652-2542 
7409 Maple Rd.                            
Frankenmuth, MI 48734                 E-mail: hgpeters41@charter.net 
 
Home Congregation: St. Lorenz, Frankenmuth 
Positions Held: Life Ministry Coordinators; Board of Directors of Lutheran for Life of Michigan 
 
Biographical Information: Both have worked with Christian Citizenship and Life Issues for over 20 years.  
  
Prepared Topics: Life Ministry: A Mission to the Unborn and Their Families 
    Stem Cell Research and Its Implications (DVD and Q & A) 
 
Preferences Regarding Speaking Engagements:  

Time: Available anytime     Travel Expenses: mileage 
Area of Travel: Within 200 miles of Frankenmuth Honorarium: designated for Lutherans for Life of 

Michigan 

mailto:elainebickel@juno.com
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******************************************************************************************* 
Appold, Rev. Robert        Phone: (H) 616-855-2768 
 8653 Lilly Ridge Dr. SE                        (W)616-942-9091                 
Alto, MI 49302                          E-mail: rappold@tds.net 
 
Home Congregation: St. Matthew, Grand Rapids 
Positions Held: Pastor 
 
Prepared Topics: Faith & My Struggles: Depression, Anxieties, Loneliness & Legacy 
    Family Life Issues & Communication 
  *Will develop new topics to suit the group* (Contact speaker for further information) 
 
Preferences Regarding Speaking Engagements:  

Time: Sundays & Weekdays    Travel Expenses: 30 cents a mile 
Area of Travel: Within 60 miles of Grand Rapids Honorarium: $100.00 

 
******************************************************************************************* 
Mudge, Rev. Ron & Lisa       Phone: (H) 262-643-4373 
 W140N14190 Country Aire Dr.                            
Germantown, WI 53022                 E-mail: ronlisa01@yahoo.com 
 
Home Congregation: Trinity, Freistadt, WI 
Positions Held: Theological Coordinator; Area Facilitator French speaking West Africa; Pastor is now Assistant 
Professor of Theology 
 
Biographical Information: Rev. Ron and Lisa Mudge have been living in West Africa with their family for 8.5 
years—first in Ivory Coast and now to Togo.  Pastor Ron is the coordinator for Theological Education in West 
Africa as well as the Area Facilitator for Missionaries and their strategies in the region.  Pastor Ron now serves as 
a professor of Theology at Concordia University Wisconsin, Mequon. 
 
Prepared Topics: Ron: Experiences on the West Africa Mission Field 
    Lisa: Perseverance of Missionary Women 
   
Preferences Regarding Speaking Engagements:  

Time: Available Saturdays, weekdays, evenings   Travel Expenses: 30 cents per mile 
(Please contact us about times which may require an airplane ticket from WI)     
Area of Travel: Within 100 miles of Lapeer Honorarium: $100.00 

 
******************************************************************************************* 
Herald, Sue         Phone: (H) 586-255-7062 
80 Homer Taylor                         (W)586-752-4310               
Oakland, MI 48363                 E-mail: sueherald@elms4deaf.org 
 
Home Congregation: Lutheran Church of the Incarnate Word, Rochester 
Positions Held: Secretary 
 
Biographical Information: Teacher in Lutheran Schools for 15 years, currently teaching at Michigan School for 
the Deaf.  Began working with the Society trying to reach out to Deaf and Hard of Hearing in our state through 
programs mainly for moms and children.  
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**Continued on next page** 

Prepared Topics: Deaf Ministry—How Can You Become Involved 
    History of Deaf Ministry, Yesterday, Today, and Plans for the Future 
  *Will develop new topics to suit the group* (Contact speaker for further information) 
 
Preferences Regarding Speaking Engagements:  

Time: Available Saturdays, Sundays, evenings  Travel Expenses: 20 cents a mile 
Area of Travel: Anywhere in Michigan Honorarium: donation to Society 

******************************************************************************************* 
Lorenz, Rev. Gregory        Phone: (H) 586-263-0877 
45593 Margate Dr.                          (C) 586-876-1562               
Macomb, MI 48044                 E-mail: glorenz@LATINOMission.org 
                  Website: www.latinomission.org 
 
Home Congregation: Serving: Iglesia Luterana Pan de Vida, Detroit 
Positions Held: Evangelistic Missionary, Guatemala, Central America 1989-1999 
               Associate Pastor, St. John, Rochester 1999-2000 
               Associate Pastor, St. Peter, Macomb 2000-2005 
              Executive Director, LATINO Mission Society & Pastor of Iglesia Luterana Pan de Vida 2005-present 
 
Biographical Information: Gregory Lorenz attended St. John Lutheran School in Rochester and graduated from 
Lutheran High School North, Macomb. In 1984, he received his Bachelor of Arts degree from Concordia College, 
Ann Arbor with majors in Greek and Humanities and a minor in Hebrew.  In 1989, he received his Master of 
Divinity degree from Concordia Seminary, St. Louis and was ordained at St. John Lutheran Church, Rochester.  His 
first call was to serve with LC-MS World Mission as an evangelistic missionary/church planter to the remote 
village of Las Pacayas in the central highlands of Guatemala.  By the grace of God, Iglesia Luterana Cristo El 
Camino (Christ the Way Lutheran Church) was planted in Las Pacayas in October 1993.  Pastor Lorenz served as 
Interim Associate Pastor at St. John Lutheran Church, Rochester through June 2000.  From July 2000 to December 
2004, Pastor Lorenz served as Associate Pastor at St. Peter Lutheran Church, Macomb with responsibilities in 
Outreach and Family Life.  In September 2000, Pastor Lorenz began to offer pastoral services to the Hispanic 
congregation, Iglesia Luterana Pan de Vida (Bread of Life Lutheran Church), begun by Deaconess Rodriguez, 
together with an action team of mission-minded individuals, and with the cooperation of the Michigan District of 
the LC-MS, began the Hispanic Latino Mission Society of Michigan, also known as LATIONO (Lutheran Action 
Team Improving Native (Hispanic/Latino) Outreach).  Since January 2005, St. Peter has deployed Pastor Lorenz 
full-time to LATINO to serve as Executive Director in a team ministry with Deaconess Rodriguez, LATINO’s Mission 
Director.  The outreach ministry of LATINO continues to grow, bringing the message of eternal life to Hispanics in 
Michigan.  In April of 2008, the former members of West Bethlehem Lutheran Church in Detroit relinquished their 
facilities to the ministries of LATINO and Pan de Vida.  LATINO is serving Detroit’s Mexicantown community by 
providing many outreach programs and Spanish language worship services every week.  Pastor Lorenz and his 
wife, Stephanie, have been married since 1984 and have 4 children: Gregory, Daniel, Marissa, and Matthew. 
  
Prepared Topics: LATINO Mission Society presentation 
  *Will develop new topics to suit the group* (Contact speaker for further information) 
 
Preferences Regarding Speaking Engagements:  

Time: Saturdays, Sundays, weekdays, evenings  Travel Expenses: According to IRS guidelines 
Area of Travel: within 100 miles from my home Honorarium: Negotiable, donation to LATINO 

 
******************************************************************************************* 

mailto:glorenz@LATINOMission.org
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Miles, Robert         Phone: (C) 989-737-8106 
6019 West Side Saginaw Rd.                            (W)989-686-7650 ext. 1014 
P.O. Box 48                              E-mail: rmiles@lcfsmi.org 
Bay City, MI 48707                  
 
Home Congregation: Immanuel, Bay City 
Positions Held: President and CEO of Lutheran Child and Family Service of Michigan 
 
Biographical Information: Robert Miles is President and Chief Executive Officer of Lutheran Child and Family 
Service of Michigan—a statewide social service organization employing over 300 staff persons, caring for over 
600 children on a daily basis with additional services to families and individuals experiencing personal 
relationship difficulties.  Dr. Miles is a graduate of Concordia University, River Forest, Illinois.  He holds a Master 
of Science Degree in Exceptional Education from the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, specializing in the care 
and education of emotionally disturbed children.  In 1990, Concordia University, River Forest named him Alumnus 
of the Year.  IN May 2006, Concordia University, Ann Arbor recognized Miles and the work of the agency by 
conferring an honorary Doctor of Laws degree.  Dr. Miles is a member and Past Chair of the Board of Directors of 
Lutheran Services in America; a member of the Board of Directors of International Social Services (ISS-USA); a 
member of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod (LCMS) Board for Human Care Ministries; a member and Past 
President of the Michigan Federation for Children and Families.  Dr. Miles is a former peer reviewer and team 
leader for the national Council on Accreditation.  He is the former Chairman of The Lutheran Church Missouri 
Synod’s national Task Force on Children at Risk/Welfare Reform.  In this capacity, he has been instrumental in 
focusing nation al attention on local ministry initiatives on behalf of at risk children and the poor.  From 1996-98, 
he served as Chairman of the church’s Task Force on Children at Risk, which culminated in a national symposium 
on children at risk.  The symposium, also chaired by Dr. Miles, was a result of a collaborative initiative with The 
Carter Center in Atlanta, Georgia.  He has been a speaker in diverse setting—university commencement speaker; 
presenter-The Trieschman Institute-Cambridge, Massachusetts where he spoke on Building A Coninuum of Care 
for America’s Children.  In 1994, Governor Engler appointed Dr. Miles to the Michigan International Year of the 
Family Council. 
  
Prepared Topics: Lutheran Services in America (LSA)  Keeping Families Together-What Works? 
     Protecting Vulnerable Children—Is It Worth the Effort? 
     Poverty, Welfare, The Church:  Is There a Connection: 
     Does the Church Have a Responsibility to Families 
  *Will develop new topics to suit the group* (Contact speaker for further information) 
 
Preferences Regarding Speaking Engagements:  

Time: Available anytime     Travel Expenses: 30 cents a mile 
Area of Travel: Anywhere in Michigan Honorarium: $75.00 
(Travel expenses and honorarium are ‘waived’ if agency materials/gift envelopes can be distributed) 

 
******************************************************************************************* 
Paulson, Rev. Warren        Phone: District Office Toll Free 888-225-2111 ext. 204 
2013 Cascade Ridge Dr.                        (C)517-960-4333              
Jackson, MI 49203                 E-mail: warren.paulson@michigandistrict.org 
 
Home Congregation: Trinity, Jackson 
Positions Held: Michigan District/Interim, Chaplaincy, Care & Deacon Ministries Director 
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**Continued on next page** 
 
Biographical Information: Served 29 years as a Corrections Chaplain and prior to that a parish pastor 
 
Prepared Topics: What is Intentional Interim Ministry and How It Can Help During Transitions Between Pastors 
    Chaplaincy in Michigan   Volunteering in Corrections 
      Continuing Effects of the Reformation 
      Life of Christ and Biblical Sites 
  Developing Congregational Christian Care Hospital & Shut-In Visitation Training 
  Congregational Healing Following Staff Person Misconduct 
  *Will develop new topics to suit the group* (Contact speaker for further information) 
 
Preferences Regarding Speaking Engagements:  

Time: Available anytime     Travel Expenses: none or IRS rate 
Area of Travel: Anywhere in Michigan District Honorarium: none or usual rate of group 

 
******************************************************************************************* 
Veenstra, Edie         Phone: (H) 248-624-4940 
2295 Briar Ridge                          (F) 248-624-9400               
Walled Lake, MI 48390                  E-mail: Edie@EdieVeenstra.com 
      Website: www.winningwisdom.com 
 
Home Congregation: St. Matthew, Walled Lake 
Positions Held: PTA President; Board of Education Chairman; Women’s Ministry Director; Bible Study leader; 
Choir and Prayer-Praise Team 
 
Biographical Information: Degree from WMU in Special Education.  Married 32 years.  Divorced, mother of 3 
(one disabled), Granny to 5.  We’ve known tragedy and triumph AND the hand of a faithful God.  I have 
degrees—but none can match the lesson learned from surrendering our life to the Lordship and Headship of 
Jesus the Christ.  When others fail, the Father does not.  His love and mercy are amazing—beyond all reason.  
You can’t keep silent!  It is my joy and my heart to tell and teacher the news of our wonderful God and Savior 
Jesus Christ.  
  
Prepared Topics: Dare to Dream    It’s About Ewe 
     The Seasons of Faith    Follow the Star (Christmas Theme) 
     Finding My Faith When I Can’t Even Find My Car Keys 
     More topics at www.winningwisdom.com 

   *Will develop new topics to suit the group* (Contact speaker for further information) 
 
Preferences Regarding Speaking Engagements:  

Time: Available anytime     Travel Expenses: 48 cents a mile 
Area of Travel: Anywhere in Michigan and U.S. Honorarium: $300 per hour (will accept free-will 

offering honorarium if that is helpful but there 
are some perimeters/guidelines for this; please 
call) 

 
******************************************************************************************* 
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Stevens, Carly        Phone: (H) 734-277-7309 
P.O. Box 130678                         (W)734-994-7909 ext. 18               
Ann Arbor, MI 48113                 E-mail: cstevens@mostministries.org 
 
Home Congregation: Ascension, Roswell, GA 
Positions Held: Former Bible study leader and missionary 

 
Biographical Information: Carly served as a missionary with LCMS for four years, teaching English in Russia, 
hosting volunteer groups in Panama and working with women and youth ministries in Bolivia.  Currently she is 
the Executive Director for MOST Ministries, a short term mission sending agency that has been sending teams 
worldwide for almost twenty years.  With personal travel and mission work, Carly has spent time in more than 40 
countries, exploring cultures and the ministries of national churches and missionaries. 
 
Prepared Topics: Mission Opportunities Short Term:  Who MOST is, What we do, and how you can be involved in   
    short term missions? 
    Faith walk through four years on the mission field: One Woman’s Story 

  Mission Education: What are missions, what does the Bible say about missions, and what does 
                that mean for us? 

  *Will develop new topics to suit the group* (Contact speaker for further information) 
 
Preferences Regarding Speaking Engagements:  

Time: Available anytime     Travel Expenses: none 
Area of Travel: Anywhere in Michigan Honorarium: at groups’ discretion 

 
******************************************************************************************* 
Hoffmeier, Barbara        Phone: (H) 248-348-7567 
52750 Nine Mile Rd.                                        
Northville, MI 48167                 E-mail: bhoffmeier@comcast.net 
 
Home Congregation: St. Paul’s, Northville 
Positions Held: Society: Chairman; Vice President; Christian Growth Chairman; Communication Coordinator; 
LWML Representative Zone: President; Vice President; Member Development; Christian Growth; Historian; 
Nominating Committee District: 1996 Michigan District LWML Convention Co-Chair; 1996-2000 Michigan District 
First Vice President; 2000-2004 Michigan District President; Mission Ministry Visioning Consultant Liaison 
National: 1996 Dream Team Task Force; 1997-1999 LWML Member Development Committee; 2000-2004 Board 
of Directors (as Michigan District President); 2004-present Mission Ministry Visioning Consultant 
 
Introductory Bio: to read to introduce Barbara to your group—please contact your Michigan District Christian 
Events Coordinator for a copy 
 
Biographical Information: Married to Will.  Two married daughters.  Born and raised in Iowa.  Graduated from 
Coe College with a Bachelor of Music Degree.  Received a Masters in Education from Xavier University.  Taught in 
Montessori Pre-Schools for 20 years.  Volunteer teacher for International Student Ministries for 12 years.  Has 
served in Children’s Ministry, Women’s Ministry and Music Ministry in several churches.  Has been on fifteen 
short-term mission trips within 8 years throughout the word.  Interests include traveling, hiking, gardening and 
music.   
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**Continued on next page** 
 
Prepared Topics: Mission Ministry Visioning (Consultant for Societies and Zones) 
   Designed for You—a clothing theme make-over for societies 
     A Lutheran Woman on a Mission 
   MOST Mission Trips: India, Panama, Nicaragua (twice), Slovakia, Poland, Dominican 
   Republic and Costa Rica.  Also mission trips to Venezuela, Honduras (three teams),  
   Kenya and South Africa for LCMS World Missions and to Alaska for VBS. 
     Barbara’s Ballads (Songs and Testimonial) 
     Advent Lights (Program with the Advent wreath) 
     Advent Carols (Program of carols and history) 
  *Will develop new topics to suit the group* (Contact speaker for further information) 
 
Preferences Regarding Speaking Engagements:  

Time: Available most of the time   Travel Expenses: 30 cents a mile 
Area of Travel: Anywhere in Michigan Honorarium: donation to future mission trips 

 
******************************************************************************************* 
Gehm, David         Phone: (H) 989-652-3978 
P.O. Box 329                         (W)989-652-3470               
Frankenmuth, MI 48734                 E-mail: dgehm@LHMINC.org 
 
Home Congregation: St. Lorenz, Frankenmuth 
Positions Held: Chairman of the Board of Education 
 
Biographical Information: David Gehm has served as the President and Chief Executive Officer of Lutheran 
Homes of Michigan since January ‘94, having served as Interim President/CEO beginning in October ‘93.  In this 
role, he is responsible for administrative, executive, and governance leadership for the organization, which is 
governed by a not-for-profit Board of Directors.  Together with the Board, he sets policy and strategic direction.  
Together with the administrative and executive staff, he carries out the directions set.  Prior to assuming his 
current role, he served as Administrator of the Lutheran Home Frankenmuth from November ‘90 through his 
appointment as President and CEO.  While serving as Administrator of this 138 resident skilled nursing facility 
and assisted living home, Mr. Gehm was instrumental in establishing the Lutheran Home Care Agency, certified 
by Medicare in January ‘93.  Mr. Gehm served as the Lutheran Home Care Agency’s first Executive Director.  Prior 
to joining Lutheran Homes, Mr. Gehm served as assistant administrator of Presbyterian Village Redford, as well 
as practicing community and consultant pharmacy in the Detroit area.  As a practicing pharmacist, he was an 
Adjunct Professor as WSU’s College of Pharmacy.  Mr. Gehm graduated from Wayne State University in ‘84 with 
a Bachelor of Science degree in Pharmacy.  While continuing his pharmacy licensure, he is also a licensed nursing 
home administrator, having completed the certification courses from Michigan State University in ‘89.  Currently, 
Mr. Gehm serves as a member of the Board of Directors of the American Association of Homes and Services for 
the Aging, Washington DC, recently completing two terms as its Treasurer.  He has also served as past Co-Chair 
of it Technology Committee, past Co-Chair of it Managed Care Committee and serves on it House of Delegates; 
past Chair of the Board of Directors of the Michigan Association of Homes and Services for the Aging.  Mr. Gehm 
is married to Elaine and has two sons, Paul and John, and a daughter, Rachel. 
  
Prepared Topics: The Purpose of Aging    Social Ministry—the Role of the Church 
     Helping Aging Loved Ones   Trends in Agina—Emerging Technologies 
  *Will develop new topics to suit the group* (Contact speaker for further information) 
 
Preferences Regarding Speaking Engagements:  

mailto:dgehm@LHMINC.org
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Time: Available anytime     Travel Expenses: none 
Area of Travel: within 100 miles Honorarium: at discretion of group 

Rudowske, Rev. Richard & Maya  Phone: (W) 1-800-532-4253 
c/o Lutheran Bible Translators                                        
P.O. Box 2050                  E-mail: rmrudowske@LBT.org 
Aurora, IL 60507-2050 
 
Home Congregation: Trinity, St. Joseph 
Positions Held: Associate Pastor at Emmanuel Lutheran, Kettering, OH 2005-07; Bible Translation Advisor 
Shekgalagari Language Project, Botswana 2007-Present 
 
Biographical Information: Michigan natives Rev. Richard and Maya Rudowske and their five children serve with 
Lutheran Bible Translators among the Bakgalgari of Botswana, a country in southern Africa.  They live in the 
village of Kang in the Kalahari Desert where Rich is a member of the Shekgalagari Language Project Team 
developing scripture and literacy resources in the Shekgalagari language, spoken by more than 250,000 people in 
Botswana.  Rich has done graduate work in linguistics at the Graduate Institute of Applied Linguistics (GIAL) in 
Dallas, Texas.  He is a 2005 graduate of Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, and served previously as associate pastor 
of Emmanuel Lutheran, Kettering, OH.  Maya is the household manager and nurturer.  She has also done 
linguistics studies at GIAL and earned a certificate in primary health care.  The Rudowskes arrived I Botswana in 
September 2009 to begin work in the language project with the goal of publishing the New Testament, a project 
that is estimated to take 12-15 years.  To find out more about the Rudowske’s ministry, visit their website 
www.rudowskes.com or contact Sharon Vega at Lutheran Bible Translators (1-800-532-4253).  **NOTE: The 
Rudowskes are in Botswana until May 2012, but will begin scheduling speaking dates in late 2011**  
 
Preferences Regarding Speaking Engagements:  

Time: Available most of the time (call for appt.)  Travel Expenses: none 
Area of Travel: Anywhere in Michigan Honorarium: at discretion of group 

 
******************************************************************************************* 
Hessler, Rev. William        Phone: (H) 989-497-0304 
3321 Wintergreen Dr. E.                        (W)989-777-2600               
Saginaw, MI 48603                 E-mail: pastorwwh@yahoo.com 
 
Home Congregation: Faith, Bridgeport 
Positions Held: Pastor, Zone Counselor (St. Joseph and Franconian Zone), Michigan District Counselor 
 
Biographical Information: 1977 graduate of Concordia Seminary, St. Louis.  Married.  Three Children.  
  
Prepared Topics: Chocolate & Christian Witnessing  In the Footsteps of Luther 
  *Will develop new topics to suit the group* (Contact speaker for further information) 
 
Preferences Regarding Speaking Engagements:  

Time: Available Saturdays and evenings   Travel Expenses: current IRS rate 
Area of Travel: Anywhere in Lower Michigan Honorarium: $100.00 

 
******************************************************************************************* 
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Blain, Rev. James        Phone: (H) 616-361-0808 
400 Sligh Blvd. N.E.                         (W)616-363-7718               
Grand Rapids, MI 49505                              (F) 616-363-3460 
 
Home Congregation: St. James, Grand Rapids 
Positions Held: Pastor 
 
Biographical Information: Born and raised in Iowa.  Majored in New Testament Greek at Concordia Senior 
College, Fort Wayne.  Graduated from Concordia Seminary in 1977.  Served at Algonac (first) and Fair Haven (St. 
Peter) and Harsen’s Island (preaching station) 1977-1984.  Served at St. James, Grand Rapids 1984-present.  Love 
hiking, camping and history.  
  
Prepared Topics: Islam      Baptism 
     Real Worship     Trinity in the Old Testament 
  *Will develop new topics to suit the group* (Contact speaker for further information) 
 
Preferences Regarding Speaking Engagements:  

Time: Available Saturdays, weekdays, evenings  Travel Expenses: 20 cents a mile 
Area of Travel: Within 100 miles of Grand Rapids Honorarium: $50.00 

 
******************************************************************************************* 
Rahn, Dr. Robert        Phone: (W) 800-554-0723 
51474 Romeo Plank Rd.                           
Macomb, MI 48024                 E-mail: rrahn@lhfmissions.org 
 
Home Congregation: St. John, Fraser 
Positions Held: Pastor for 15 years in Montana; Assistant to the President, Concordia University, River Forest, IL; 
Development Director at Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, IN; Executive Director of God’s Word to 
the Nations Bible Society Cleveland, OH; Executive Director/Founder of Lutheran Heritage Foundation, Macomb; 
Circuit Counselor; District Mission Chairman; LLL Montana District Pastoral Advisor; NID LWML Counselor 
 
Biographical Information: Wife Donna, one child, Jeff, LHF Director of Operations; two grandchildren in 
elementary grades; member of St. John Choir and Men’s Choir; has made over 50 trips abroad supervising work 
of LHF.  
  
Prepared Topics: The Reformation Lives On and the Roll of LHF in it (Mission of LHF) 
     Translating, Publishing and Distributing “Weapons of Mass Instruction” (LHF Global Mission) 
     Islam: The Threat Against Christianity (Features LHF Workers Persecuted) 
  *Will develop new topics to suit the group* (Contact speaker for further information) 
 
Preferences Regarding Speaking Engagements:  

Time: Available anytime     Travel Expenses: none 
Area of Travel: Anywhere in Michigan Honorarium: none 
 
(Lutheran Heritage Foundation offers programs without cost to LWML societies, zones, districts and 
Congregations.  Many organizations do, however, choose to reimburse travel and/or housing, provide an 
in-gathering, or present an honorarium that is given to the organization.) 
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******************************************************************************************* 
 
Smith, Rev. Robert        Phone: (H) 989-652-3096 
535 W. Genesee Unit E                                     
Frankenmuth, MI 48734                 E-mail: rwsmith316@yahoo.com 
 
Home Congregation: St. Lorenz, Frankenmuth 
Positions Held: Writer for World Mission Prayer League; Assistant Football Coach at Valley Lutheran High School, 
Saginaw; Former Regional Development Director for People of the Book Lutheran Outreach  
 
Biographical Information: Bob and his wife, Alice, are presently retired and living in Frankenmuth. In the summer 
of 2006, they returned from serving as LCMS Educational Missionaries.  He has served in Hong Kong, Nigeria, 
South Korea and Indonesia.  Most recently, he served as Director of Student and Alumni Services at Universitas 
Pelita Harapan, which is a Christiam University in Indonesia.  He has also led short term mission trips to Russia, 
India, Philippines and Guatemala.  He was a member of a 3-person team who helped to survey Afghanistan for 
possible humanitarian reconstruction projects after the recent war for POBLO and LCMS.  He was awarded a 
Servant Leader award by Seoul Foreign School in 2001 and recognized by Concordia University, Chicago, IL for his 
contributions to Christian education by selecting him as ‘Alumnus of the Year’ in 1988.  He was written and 
published a book on prayer and conducted prayer retreats up to a week long.  He and Alice have 2 sons and 8 
grandchildren.  
  
Prepared Topics: Do’s and Don’ts for Witnessing to Muslims  Becoming a Servant Leader 
    Open Doors in Asia—The need for church workers Reviving Your Prayer Life 
    The Good that Comes from Grief—Tsunami and Katrina 
    Suicide—Permanent Solution/Temporary Problem Effective Stress Management 
    Lessons Learned from Missionaries on the Front Lines 
    Passing the Baton of Your Values 
  *Will develop new topics to suit the group* (Contact speaker for further information) 
 
Preferences Regarding Speaking Engagements:  

Time: Available anytime     Travel Expenses: 55 cents a mile 
Area of Travel: Anywhere in Michigan Honorarium: negotiable 

 
******************************************************************************************* 
Gatz, Rev. William        Phone: (H) 517-784-8338 
1631 Duguid Rd.                          
Jackson, MI 49203                 E-mail: wtgatz@ameritech.net 
 
Home Congregation: Trinity, Pickney 
Positions Held: Interim Pastor 
 
Biographical Information: Pastor for 48 years with a goal to get into every congregation of the Michigan District 
with some type of Prayer Ministry by the time he is 90 years old.  So far, by the grace of God, been in 100+ 
congregations.  His ‘passion’ is to encourage people to PRAY.  He is currently serving Trinity Lutheran in Pinckney.  
Pastor Gatz has been married to Trudy for 50 years and has 4 adult children.  He is writing his book on the ABC’s 
of PRAYER Ministry.  He wants to be a Barnabas.  
  
 
 

**Continued on next page** 
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Prepared Topics: God Speaks to Us Miraculously in Meditation   
     The Enjoyment of Establishing a Personal Prayer Life 
     Want Peace in Your Life? Become a Prayer Warrior  
     Keys to Helping Family Members Become Praying People 
     God’s Promises Concerning Physical Healing for Today 
     Keys to Establishing a Praying Church 
     The Devil Hates Us-God Says Fight Him! 
  *Will develop new topics to suit the group* (Contact speaker for further information) 
 
Preferences Regarding Speaking Engagements:  

Time: Available Saturdays, weekdays, and evenings Travel Expenses: whatever we work out together 
Area of Travel: Anywhere in Michigan Honorarium: $50.00 

 
******************************************************************************************* 
Kahn, Cynthia        Phone: (H) 248-250-6112 
922 N. Beech Daly Rd.                        (W)313-563-2051               
Dearborn Heights, MI 48127                 (C)248-659-2063 

 E-mail: cynthia@poblo.org 
 
Home Congregation: All Nations, Troy 
Positions Held: Director of Ethnic and Women’s Ministries 
 
Biographical Information: In ministry for 15 years, reaching out to Muslims, Hindus, Sikhs and Buddhists in the 
Metro Detroit area as well as in traveling all over North America and going overseas.  Originally for Pakistan; 
lived in Saudi Arabia for ten years.  Missionary with POBLO.  
  
Prepared Topics: Women in Islam    Agenda of Muslims for North America 
     How to share your faith with Muslims  Basics of Islam/History of Islam 
     Comparison of Christianity with other religions 
     Share my personal testimony/Work and Ministry of POBLO groups 
  *Will develop new topics to suit the group* (Contact speaker for further information) 
 
Preferences Regarding Speaking Engagements:  

Time: Available Saturdays, Sundays and evenings Travel Expenses: 50 cents a mile 
Area of Travel: Anywhere in Michigan Honorarium: whatever is affordable 

 
******************************************************************************************* 
Smith, Alice         Phone: (H) 989-652-3096 
535 W. Genesee Unit E                                     
Frankenmuth, MI 48734                 E-mail: alicesaddress@yahoo.com 
 
Home Congregation: St. Lorenz, Frankenmuth 
Positions Held: Lutheran school teacher;  LCMS Missionary; Christian Growth Chairman; Central Illinois District 
Leadership Team; Lutheran Education Association; speaker/leader various events and convention sections 
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**Continued on next page** 
Biographical Information: Grew up on a dairy farm in southern Minnesota.  Received Associate in Arts from 
Concordia, St. Paul; Bachelor of Science from Concordia, River Forest; and Master of Arts from Concordia, St. 
Paul.  Have taught school on three continents and four states.  Married to Rev. Bob Smith since 1965.  Have two 
sons, two daughters-in-law and eight grandchildren.  Received LEA Elementary Teacher of the Year in 1996 and 
LEA International Teacher of the Year in 2006.  Enjoy travel, reading, playing the piano and computer projects. 
 
Prepared Topics: Faraway Places—Personal testimony and artifacts 
     Restore Me O Lord—Bible study on Psalm 80:19 
     Saved to Serve    Also available to lead retreats on prayer 
  *Will develop new topics to suit the group* (Contact speaker for further information) 
 
Preferences Regarding Speaking Engagements:  

Time: Available anytime     Travel Expenses: 55 cents a mile 
Area of Travel: Anywhere in Michigan Honorarium: $100.00 (for hour session and 

possible housing expenses) 
 
******************************************************************************************* 
Rynearson, Rodney & Velma       Phone: (H) 989-652-6698 
273 Groveland Drive                                       
Frankenmuth, MI 48734    E-mail: rodryn@sbcglobal.net 
 
Home Congregation: St. Lorenz, Frankenmuth 
Positions Held: Rodney: Missionary to the Deaf; Director of Lutheran School of Deaf; Synodical Counselor for 
Blind & Deaf Velma: Missionary Nurse; Professor of Nursing; LCMS World Mission—Coordinator for Medical 
Ministries 
 
Biographical Information: Rodney: Pastor to the Dear, Montna (’59-’67); New York (’67-’74); Campus Pastor 
(’67-’74); Director of Lutheran School for the Deaf (Detroit).  Braille Transcribe; Winter Pastor in McAllen, TX 
(2006-2007) Velma: Missionary nurse in India from 1961-1970.  Returned to India in 1991 to teach nursing at 
Christian Medical College and Hospital in Vellore, South India.  Coordinator for Medical Ministries for LCMS 
World Mission in St. Louis from 1999 to 2002. 
  
Prepared Topics: Deaf (Rodney)     Blind (Rodney) 
     Ghana (Rodney)     India (Rodney and Velma) 
     Missions Theme (Rodney and Velma) 
  *Will develop new topics to suit the group* (Contact speaker for further information) 
 
Preferences Regarding Speaking Engagements:  

Time: Available anytime     Travel Expenses: 30 cents a mile 
Area of Travel: Anywhere in Michigan Honorarium: gift to named charity 

 
******************************************************************************************* 
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Masih, Afzal         Phone: (H) 616-447-0039 
1630 Aberdeen Street NE                        (W)616-328-5020                 
Grand Rapids, MI 49505                  (C)616-724-6944 
                    (F)616-433-2942 

E-mail: afzalwsb@yahoo.com or ilcgr@yahoo.com 
 
Home Congregation: International Lutheran, Grand Rapids 
Positions Held: Pastor/Ordained Minister 
 
Biographical Information: I am from Pakistan.  My grandparents are converts from SIKH religion.  I was in Saudi 
Arabia for 4-5 years evangelizing Muslims of Saudi Arabia.  The Lord saved my life when my mail was opened by 
the Saudi government.  I was attacked by Muslims in Pakistan where the Lord saved my life again.  My car 
burned in an accident in January of 2008 and the Lord saved my life a third time.  After ordination, I pastured a 
church.  I have three daughters and three sons.  One of my daughters is still in Pakistan.  
  
Prepared Topics: 5 Pillars of Islam    Place of a Woman in Islam 
     Life of a Christian in a Muslim Country   
     Jihad International Lutheran Church, Outreach to Muslims 
    Personal Testimonies as Life in Pakistan Being Christian 
  *Will develop new topics to suit the group* (Contact speaker for further information) 
 
Preferences Regarding Speaking Engagements:  

Time: Saturdays, Sundays and weekdays   Travel Expenses: as per MI District standard 
Area of Travel: Anywhere in Michigan Honorarium: $150.00-$250.00 

 
******************************************************************************************* 
Struck, Jan         Phone: (H) 920-731-7904 
N 9665 Darboy Drive                       (W) 920-740-1797                
Appleton, WI 54915    E-mail: jan@struckwithlaughter.org 
 
Home Congregation: Good Shepherd, Appleton, WI 
Positions Held: Sunday School teacher; Family Ministry Team; LWML; Worship Assistant 
 
Biographical Information: Jan Struck’s earliest memories revolve around her church home in Indianapolis, 
Indiana where she experienced her elementary education in a two-room, Lutheran school.  Her strong, Christian 
background led her to Valparaiso University where she received her theater degree.  Jan’s ‘Life Story’ has 
included the blessing of mothering three children, teaching school, working in secretarial and administrative job 
positions, and experiencing single parenthood after divorce.  Her most recent ‘surprises’ from a loving and 
delightful Creator, have brought the joy of a second marriage and a combined family that totals six grown 
children, their spouses, and eleven grandchildren.  She is delighted to have been given a lifetime of bizarre 
experiences and an ability to see humor and irony in her journey.  With over 35 years of experience in teaching, 
motivating, and entertaining her audiences, Jan brings a fresh approach to the journey of faith and uses her 
sense of humor as she shares with fellow travelers and leaves them laughing.  Working by day as a 
trainer/consultant in the field of healthcare technology, as well as serving the Lord as a popular speaker leading 
Bible studies, workshops, and women’s retreats, Jan’s trust and faith in Christ is her reason to make a “joyful 
noise until God!” 
 
 

**Continued on next page** 
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Prepared Topics: Ewe Are Blessed (Psalm 23)   Forgiveness and Freedom (retreat) 
     Coffee with a Side of Grace (retreat)  Down to the Potter’s House (retreat) 
     Life—to the Point!!    Finding a Balance (Mary & Martha)(retreat) 
     Outrageous Joy (retreat)   Seriously….Walk on Water?? (retreat) 
     She is Her Father’s Child   Her Father’s Eyes (retreat) 
     Every Woman Needs a Funny Bone  Where Did I Put My Spiritual To-Do List?  
     Seriously…Walk on Water?? (Condensed) 
  *Will develop new topics to suit the group* (Contact speaker for further information) 
 
Preferences Regarding Speaking Engagements:  

Time: Available Saturdays and Sundays   Travel Expenses: 42 cents a mile 
Area of Travel: Anywhere in Michigan Honorarium: $150.00/day or $250.00/weekend 

 
******************************************************************************************* 
Heikkinen, MaryBeth        Phone: (H) 586-977-3323 
2516 Purcell                                       (C )586-484-5536       
Sterling Heights, MI 48310    E-mail: jheikkinen7@comcast.net 
 
Home Congregation: Holy Cross, Warren 
Positions Held: Church Council Secretary; United Women’s Ministry Chairperson; Greeter; Bell Ringer; Flute 
Choir; YWR for both District and National; Suburban Lights Zone Vice President; MI District LWML Financial 
Secretary (2008-present) 
 
Biographical Information: Jeff and MaryBeth Heikkinen are both actively involved in their church where Jeff 
serves on the Board of Elders and MaryBeth is the head of the United Women’s Ministry.  MaryBeth is also the 
Vice-president of the Suburban Lights LWML Zone.  Jeff and MaryBeth began praying together in January 2002 
and since then have been actively involved in presenting and assisting the “Couple Prayer Series” which is a 6-
week non-denominational Christian prayer class offered to both engaged and married couples.  Jeff works for 
Chrysler Financial as a Senior Financial Analyst and MaryBeth recently left the work force to become a stay-at-
home mother for their new daughter.  Before becoming a “work (mainly volunteer) from home mom”, MaryBeth 
worked with Jeff at Chrysler Financial while she was pregnant as a Senior Financial Analyst after spending the 
previous 13 years at Alcos Insurance Agency as the CFO.  Jeff and MaryBeth met in their Accounting Fraternity at 
Wayne State University in 1992 and married in 1998. 
  
Prepared Topics: Couple Prayer (one hour or six week series with spouse for groups of 10 or more at local 

churches; can also do one hour version to gauge interest for a six week series) 
  *Will develop new topics to suit the group* (Contact speaker for further information) 
 
Preferences Regarding Speaking Engagements:  

Time: Available anytime     Travel Expenses: optional 
Area of Travel: Anywhere within 100 miles of  Honorarium: optional 
                           tri-county area (MI) 

 
******************************************************************************************* 
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Fremer, Rose         Phone: (H) 231-894-5235 
6640 Lakefront                                       (C)231-571-7335 
Montague, MI 49437    E-mail: RoseFremer@yahoo.com 
 
Home Congregation: St. James, Montague 
Positions Held: Assistant Organist; Librarian 
 
Biographical Information: Nativity Set Ministry has been exhibited at 2007 Houston Synod Convention; 2007 
PCW in Grand Rapids; 2007 Golden Glow of Christmas, Columbus, OH; 2008 Early Childhood, Ann Arbor; 2008 
Katie Conference, Midland; 2008 LWML Convention, Lansing; 2009 LWML Convention, Portland; 2009 Friends of 
the Creche, Salt Lake City. 
  
Prepared Topics: Nativity Set Ministry 
  *Will develop new topics to suit the group* (Contact speaker for further information) 
 
Preferences Regarding Speaking Engagements:  

Time: Available anytime     Travel Expenses: whatever group can afford 
Area of Travel: Anywhere in Michigan Honorarium: whatever group can afford 

 
******************************************************************************************* 
Bahr, Loide         Phone: (H) 989-674-2401 
3321 Bay St. P.O. Box 177                                       
Unionville, MI 48767    E-mail: loidebahr@juno.com 
 
Home Congregation: Immanuel, Sebewaing 
Positions Held: Past Niagra Zone LWML President; Zone Mission Outreach Coordinator; District Lecturer; 
Civic/Community Official 
 
Biographical Information: Past K-1 grade Special Education teacher; Supervisor/teacher for 17 years; 4-H leader; 
Attended Valparaiso, music major; Graduated in 1959 CMU BS Major Social Services, minors 
Psychology/counseling; Currently a K-8 substitute teacher; Steven’s Minister; Active supporter of Federal Prison 
Ministry; Active Anti-Abortion Positive/Alternative in Caro; send monthly packages to overseas servicemen; 
organize bazaars to support overseas ministry; sell used stamps to support Lutheran Institutions of higher 
learning; member of Concordia Historical Institute; writer; genealogist; faithful/supportive pastor’s wife for 60 
years; 7 adult married children; 20 grandchildren 
  
Prepared Topics: Encouragement/Attitude   Stop Playing the “Blame” Game 
     How to Raise Successful Children  Understanding the Elderly 
     What Can I Do?    Family Ties 
  *Will develop new topics to suit the group* (Contact speaker for further information) 
 
Preferences Regarding Speaking Engagements:  

Time: Available anytime     Travel Expenses: whatever it costs to travel 
Area of Travel: Anywhere God can use me Honorarium: at discretion of group 

 
******************************************************************************************* 
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Hill, Dianne         Phone: (H) 231-972-3214 
9845 Golf Port Drive                        (W)231-972-7891 (M/T/W)               
Canadian Lakes, MI 49346   E-mail: dhi2L@centurytel.net 
 
Home Congregation: Chapel of the Lakes, Mecosta 
Positions Held: MOST Ministries: Chairman, Board of Directors; National LWML: Meeting Manager, Chairman 
Structure Committee, Bylaws Committee, Board of Directors, Executive Committee, Chairman Convention Site 
Selection Committee 2011; Michigan District: Vice-president Mission Projects, Bylaws Chairman, Planner, 
Parliamentarian, Exhibits Chairman for two conventions; Zone: President, Vice-president, Christian Growth 
Chairman; LCMS Michigan District: Missions Task Force member, Evangelism Seminar presenter 
 
Biographical Information: Born in Oklahoma, confirmed as an adult with husband Jim while students at 
University of Oklahoma.  Taught grades 1-3 in public schools in three states.  Taught preschool and served as 
Preschool Director in Lutheran schools in two states.  Three children. Six grandchildren.  Associated with LWML in 
eight districts.  Made many corporate moves but have found retirement home in Michigan. 
  
Prepared Topics: MOST Ministries—Mission Opportunities Short Term 
     A Child Shall Lead Them   Knots or Bows Bible Study 
     Mission Fields Bible Study   Jesus Teaches Us To Pray Bible Study 
     User-friendly Bylaws 
  *Will develop new topics to suit the group* (Contact speaker for further information) 
 
Preferences Regarding Speaking Engagements:  

Time: Available anytime     Travel Expenses: 20 cents a mile 
Area of Travel: Anywhere in Lower Michigan Honorarium: $50.00 

 
******************************************************************************************* 
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